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Message from the WGA President
Well, everyone, I hope you are all doing well in the age of COVID 19. It
sure has been a strange last year….
While the coronavirus has presented us with some new
challenges, it has also given us new opportunities, among them
is indoor air quality, which is on many people’s minds. Those
add-on indoor air quality packages have proven to be very
popular.
Our association has not been idle since our last conference. Different committees have been addressing
several issues, such as providing a unified message to electric utilities and attempting to educate them
to the advantages of geothermal systems. Also, several of us have entered into discussions with
geothermal associations from across the United States, talking about our common issues and exploring
the possibility of how we could all work together to make the geothermal industry stronger.
We have also been working on this year’s conference and are looking to make it better than ever.
We’ve had to switch from in-person to virtual, so planning had to start over again, but being virtual has
given us the opportunity to bring in a great line-up of speakers from all parts of the country – without
the long flights and overnights – all courtesy of our friends at Zoom.
We could always use more participation on committees and I would like to invite our members to
contact one of the board members if you wish to serve.
My term as President started at last year’s conference and having to leave early because of a health
issue. In a way, the strange year started even before COVID was part of our vocabulary. But I am doing
fine now and I hope that this message finds all of you fine as well. Overshadowed by the pandemic,
there have been a lot of good things happening. We’re very busy and it looks like there will continue to
be opportunities on the horizon.
This really is an exciting time. Our industry continues to grow and new technologies are constantly
improving efficiencies and our method if installation. We’re getting better all the time.
When we parted company at our Annual Conference in the Dells, we said that we would see you soon.
Getting together was something we took for granted. We would be together again in a few weeks or
months, but we sure didn’t see this coming. So, when I say that I look forward to seeing you soon, when
we can all be together again, it has added meaning. I miss the chance to renew old acquaintances and
make new ones and yes, I miss my turn around the go-kart track.
Through it all, the most important thing is to keep looking forward.
Mark Flock, President
Wisconsin Geothermal Association

Thank You WGA Board of Directors
We appreciate all of the work that us being done by your Board of Directors. We welcomed three new
members to the Board in the past year – Mark Doll, Andy Leiter, and Sean Steffes. Many thanks to each
person who has served our Board over the years – from the original group that started the association,
to those who left the Board most recently – Jeff Springer, Dave Mulder, and Brandt Eisenga.
Here’s our list of Directors and Officers for this year:
Mark Flock – President (Director Term ends 2022)
Flock's Heating & A.C.
27551 County Highway U
Cashton, WI 54619
O – 608/654-5522
mark@flocksheating.com

Andy Leiter - Director (Term ends 2023)
Enertech
2506 S Elm Street
Greenville, IL 62246
O – 618/690-3242
andy.leiter@enertechgeo.com

Scott Niesen – Vice President (Director Term Ends 2022)
WaterFurnace International, Inc.
W 9133 Roads End Court
Cambridge, WI 53523
O – 260/442-5374
scott.niesen@waterfurnace.com

Rick McCutchin – Director (Term end 2021)
Black-Haak Heating
N967 Quality Drive
Greenville, WI 54942
O – 920/757-9990
rickm@black-haak.com

Rick McCutchin – Secretary/Treasurer (Director Term Ends
2021)
Black-Haak Heating
N967 Quality Drive
Greenville, WI 54942
O – 920/757-9990
rickm@black-haak.com

Sean Steffes (Term ends 2023)
Advanced Custom Geothermal
266 Cemetery Rd
Kiel, WI 53042
O – 920/894-3999
sean@advancedcustomgeothermal.com

Jerry Brown - Director (Term ends 2021)
Brown Heating & A/C, Inc.,
633 S Main St
Deerfield, WI 53531
O – 608/764-8649
jerry@brownhvac.com
Mark Doll – Director (Term Ends 2023)
Professional Services
434 W Grand Avenue
Port Washington, WI 53074
O – (262) 268-9767
markd@professionalservicestoday.com

Bruce Walker – Director (Term ends 2021)
Wisconsin Well & Water Systems, LLC
673 Fern Avenue
Grand Marsh, WI 53936
O – 608/584-5000
wiswell@maqs.net
Dan Walsdorf - Director (Term ends 2022)
DC Geothermal
PO Box 244
Kiel, Wisconsin 53042
O – 920/443-9277
dcgeothermal@gmail.com

Jeffrey Beiriger – Executive Director
Wisconsin Geothermal Association
P.O. Box 833
Germantown, WI 53022
O – 888/782-6815
jeff@assocmgmtservices.com

WGA Board of Directors, L to R:
Dan Walsdorf, Bruce Walker, Scott Niesen,
Mark Flock, Mark Doll, Sean Steffes, Andy
Leiter and Rick McCutchin. Not pictured, Jerry
Brown.

Thanks to those who recently left our Board, L to R:
Dave Mulder, Brandt Eisenga, and Jeff Springer.

Are you interested in serving on the WGA Board? Let us know! Our Annual Meeting will be held in
March and you’ll have an opportunity then to join our leadership group and take the industry and the
association to the next level. To learn more or to indicate your interest in being nominated, contact
President Mark Flock or the WGA office.

Message from the WGA Vice President
On behalf of the Wisconsin Geothermal Association (WGA), I am pleased to
share that renewable energy opportunities continue to expand throughout
the State of Wisconsin, and the WGA membership is growing with new,
highly-engaged members. Consumers are seeking cleaner and more costeffective energy options. Geothermal and water source heat pumps provide
up to 500% efficiency for heating, cooling, and hot water. Contractors,
manufacturers, and utilities are advancing this long-lasting source with
practical design solutions.
Utilities are a large partner in geothermal system adoption and operation, and they benefit from
solutions designed to shave electrical energy demand peaks and fill electrical demand valleys. A growing
number of utilities are investing in earth exchange loops for entire community use. WGA is seeing
success across commercial, residential and industrial market segments as the focus on carbon reduction
grows. More consumers seek to live in greater harmony with our planet without sacrificing comfort and
convenience.
At the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association (GLREA) conference, a strong desire was expressed by
citizens surrounding the Great Lakes to be more energy wise. Although each state has slightly different
decarbonization goals and methods of achievement, the following suggestions were expressed and
supported by attendees:
• Open-up markets for small and large renewable energy projects
• Trend towards micro grids and hybrid solutions
• Education and workforce development is essential
• https://www.whispervalleyaustin.com/living-ecosmart/
If you find yourself asking what can I do, look no further than the WGA where there is much to be done
learning the technical capabilities, communicating the positive advantages, raising awareness and
expanding demand. Engage in conference and communications with Wisconsin Geothermal Association,
Minnesota Geothermal Heat Pump Association, Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association and Midwest
Renewable Energy Association to name only a few. Visit your local representatives from both State and
Federal levels of government communicating the “Lifetime value and high efficiency of Geothermal
Energy Solutions”.
Scott Niesen, Vice President
Wisconsin Geothermal Association

Thank you to our event sponsors

Thank you to our event sponsors

Tax Credits Extended (Provided by the Geothermal Exchange Organization)
End-of-Year Budget and COVID Relief Package Includes Tax Benefits for Geothermal Heat Pumps
After eight months of start-and-stop negotiations, Congress has successfully brokered a massive end-ofyear budget and pandemic relief deal which includes major economic stimulus components including an
extension of federal tax credits for geothermal heat pump (GHP) installations. The legislation was signed
in late December.
As part of the deal, the Energy Efficiency Property Tax Credit (residential
credit) for GHPs is extended for two years at its current level of 26% of total
installation cost. In 2023, the credit steps down to 22% and then expires in
2024. The Investment Tax Credit (commercial credit) maintains its current
level of 10% through 2023.
Doug Dougherty, President of the Geothermal Exchange Organization said,
“We are pleased that Congress was able to pull together and provide relief
for struggling businesses and families in this extraordinary year. And we are
grateful for the continued support for the geothermal heat pump industry.
After the loss of the credits in 2017, it has been a long climb back and the
pandemic had major disruptions and impacts for geothermal professionals
across the country. This extension provides the certainty we need to
continue our efforts to promote geothermal heat pumps and advance the
market.”
The legislation also makes permanent the Section 179D Energy Efficient Commercial Buildings
Deduction. This tax provision is a significant benefit to any commercial building owner that installs
geothermal. Energy Tax Savers has more information on this important provision here.
If you have any questions about the legislation or the tax credits, don’t hesitate to reach out to
info@geoexchange.org.

But Wait, There’s More….
In the same legislation that extended the renewable tax credits, there was something more. There was
a significant change in the definition of renewable energy and avoided electric generation, as featured
below from the Geothermal Energy Organization:
“Additionally, the law sees the implementation of a long-sought change in the federal definition
of renewable energy. That section in federal procurement law was amended to define “energy
avoided” by a GHP as “energy produced” for the purposes of meeting clean energy targets in
federal buildings (emphasis added). This change will further incentivize federal agencies’
adoption of GHPs and will have a cascade effect in state renewable energy and procurement
policies…"

IGSPHA Update
Excerpted from a notice to the members of IGSHPA from Chairwoman Kortney Kull.
We are excited to update you on a new chapter in the evolution of
the organization and the geothermal heat pump industry.
In June, the OSU Board of Regents voted to approve a transfer of IGSHPA, its intellectual property, and assets to the
control of the Geothermal Exchange Organization. While GEO will exercise some limited oversight of governance
and financial solvency, the new IGSHPA will be functionally and operationally independent.
Our inaugural Board of Directors represents a diverse array of backgrounds and skillsets. This diversity in roles and
expertise is a foundational element that will drive and inform the IGSHPA mission going forward. Here are the new
IGSHPA Board Members:
Chairwoman Kortney Lull - Mrs. Lull is the Vice President for Midwest Geothermal, a closed loop geothermal
installation contractor, that serves clients across the country with their ground loop installation needs. Mrs. Lull is
currently a member of IGSHPA, CaliforniaGEO, and a board member of the Michigan Geothermal Energy
Association.
Vice-Chairman Tim Wright – Mr. Wright is the Vice President of Sales for Enertech Global and has been with the
company since 2011. Tim currently serves on the board of directors for CaliforniaGEO and the Virginia Geothermal
Heat Pump Association.
Director Darrin Beller – Mr. Beller is the president of Air Products Supply, a wholesale distributor and commercial
manufacturers’ representative that specializes in geothermal heat pump technology and is located in central
Oklahoma. He has been involved with geothermal design, sales, and service on turnkey geothermal projects
including geothermal drilling and associated piping.
Director Jason Cullum – Mr. Cullum is a third-generation business owner and is currently the Vice President of
Ground Loop Heating and Air Conditioning, located in the mid-Atlantic region. He is also the Vice President of the
Maryland Geothermal Association. Jason lives with his wife and two children near Baltimore.
Director Brian Urlaub - Mr. Urlaub is the Director of Geothermal Operations for MEP Associates where he oversees
all geothermal projects. His current job as Director of Geothermal Operations includes such duties as working with
mechanical engineers on energy efficient designs, mechanical contractors on installations, drilling contractors on
geothermal loop field installations, and Architects on better understanding of geothermal technology and
implementation of innovative geothermal systems.
I hope you’ll join us as we build upon the accomplishments of the past and set a new course for the continued
growth and success of our industry.

Energy Efficiency
The Wisconsin Climate Change Task Force is calling for state building codes to have stricter energyefficiency standards and for more money to be put into the Focus on Energy program. As it relates to
building codes, the Task Force recommends using the most current versions of the International Energy
Conservation Code. Currently, the state uses the 2015 standards for commercial construction and the
2009 standards for residential structures.
The Task Force recommended additional funding for Focus on Energy and to do more with PACE
funding. The Task Force also called on utilities to provide financing for customers who want to make
energy-efficiency improvements, paying back low-interest loans through a charge on their utility bills.
Additionally, a “green bank” would be created to finance energy-efficiency projects. The Task Force also
recommended the creation of microgrids, where business complexes and universities can utilize
renewable energy and battery storage to reduce their impact on the electricity grid.
WGA provided input to the Task Force, noting the national trend toward beneficial electrification and
the importance of transitioning comfort heating and cooling – responsible for 40 percent of the demand
for fossil fuels – to geothermal. WGA asked that the Committee expand its focus to include financing
options and other incentives for those wanting to install geothermal systems and to require that energyefficiency investments be recognized in property appraisals and estimates of the actual cost of
ownership when securing mortgage financing.

It All Adds Up….

See the figures on the left.
Although these numbers are
subject to change (as energy
prices fluctuate), they still
show the potential power of
a typical geo heat pump
installation compared to
other forms of on-site energy
generation.
Wind and solar are wonderful
(intermittent) energy
resources, but the most
reliable renewable works day
or night, all year long.
That’s geothermal….

Commission of Rural Economic Development
WGA has submitted a request to the Governor’s Blue
Ribbon Commission on Rural Economic Development,
asking that geothermal be given greater consideration as it
relates to energy and housing issues in rural areas of the
state.
The Commission recognizes the use of wind and solar, but also mentions geothermal as a way to reduce
the demand for transported propane and natural gas and utilize electricity. Moving electric supply
closer to rural areas, through wind and solar, couples well with using geothermal to provide heating and
cooling in these areas. Serving rural areas with a technology more favorable to the environment may be
exactly the sort of thing that can gain bipartisan support.

School Taxes & Energy Efficiency
As a reminder, in the 2009-2011 State budget, school boards could exceed revenue caps for investments
in projects related to energy-efficiency. This non-recurring exception was eliminated in the 2017-2019
State budget, though schools could continue to build out projects that were approved (by a majority of
the school board) prior to the effective date of the budget. Under current law, energy-efficiency
projects in schools are subject to revenue limits, so investments would need to come out of current
operating funds or be subject to a district-wide referendum.

Focus on Energy
Are you listed as a trade ally with Focus on Energy? You can check by
clinking the link below. If you’re not listed, you can also use the link
to update your listing. Listings for geothermal contractors were
updated a few years ago, so if you haven’t checked recently, you may
not be listed.
https://www.focusonenergy.com/trade-ally

Quotable
“There’s too many people out there who don’t know what they’re doing. So you’re going to have to get
knowledgeable and certified.”
~ Dave Weidner, Weidner Refrigeration (Diversion, IL) in Contractor Magazine

“…upgrading all existing buildings in the United States and building new buildings to achieve maximum
energy efficiency, water efficiency, safety, affordability, comfort, and durability, including through
electrification;”
~ From HR 9, the “Green New Deal” (116th Congressional Session)

COVID Updates
•

•

•

•

•
•

The Governor and the legislature continue to have a tug-of-war over legislation related to
COVID, including liability protections for businesses. The liability provision seems to be
something that can be agreed upon, but is wrapped up in a larger bill that continues to be
negotiated.
There is also back-and-forth over the continuation of the state’s mask mandate. The legislature
may vote to eliminate it but the Governor is expected to declare another emergency and extend
the mandate again. The issue, like several others, may end up in the hands of the Wisconsin
Supreme Court.
What’s happening with COVID vaccinations for essential workers? Vaccinations are being rolled
out according to recommendations from the CDC and the U.S. Department of Health, but states
are free to adopt their own practices. Currently, Wisconsin is operating according to the federal
recommendations and vaccinations foe essential workers – including construction workers –
should be included in this next phase. Exactly how someone will be flagged for the vaccine is
unclear, so receiving the vaccination may be based on a general call for essential workers and
some verification of status in an essential worker classification. There are efforts in some states,
including Wisconsin, to forego the federal recommendations and to simply open vaccination up
to everyone at once. The proposal in Wisconsin was included in Assembly Bill 1 which passed
the Assembly. That bill has been amended by the Senate and is being negotiated between the
two bodies. It’s unclear whether the Governor would sign the bill into law.
The year-end COVID stimulus bill that was signed into law included favorable tax treatment of
PPP loans, clarifying that the intent of Congress was for the loans to be tax-free. Earlier, the IRS
had indicated that the forgiveness would be tax-free, but that expenses paid using the loan
would not be deductible, effectively increasing taxable income by the amount of the loan. The
reversal means that the full value of the loans can be used for their intended purpose –
providing a resource for businesses struggling through the pandemic. Note, however, that
Wisconsin has not yet changed its tax language, so absent any change the amount of the loans
may be subject to state taxes.
A second round of PPP loans has started, but eligibility in this round requires a demonstration of
need based on a reduction of receipts of at least 25 percent between comparable calendar
quarters in 2020 versus 2019.
One other provision of the stimulus bill was the restoration of full deductibility (rather than 50
percent) for business meals through January 1, 2023. With restaurants hurting, this might prove
a nice incentive for a return to more face-to-face client/staff meetings as we get later into the
year.

Geothermal in the News
Have you seen what they’re saying about geothermal and the future of the HVAC marketplace? Check
these articles out. A short summary follows with a link to the full article.

Converting to Geothermal Energy
In this article from the New York Times, you can read about temporary bans on new natural gas
connections and how the ban has prompted some New York homeowners to turn to geothermal
systems:
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/09/realestate/converting-to-geothermal-energy.html
Key Quotes & Take-Aways from the Article
“Geothermal is at a groundswell point and it’s all part of the electrification of the (HVAC)
industry.”
According to the U.S. Department of Energy, modern geothermal systems do not emit any
greenhouse gases.
“The system definitely does more with less.”
“Even though you can’t see it, I feel like I’ve made a significant investment in my home.”

Google Enters Geothermal Market
In this article from the Air Conditioning, Heating & Refrigeration News, you can read about the
reasons behind Google’s entry into the geothermal industry through its Dandelion subsidiary.
The article provides insights from Kathy Hannun, co-founder and CEO of Dandelion.
https://www.achrnews.com/articles/137147-google-enters-geothermal-industry-withdandelion-company
Key Quotes and Take-Aways from the Article
“Fossil heating systems are responsible for about a third of the greenhouse gas emissions in
states like New York that have high heating requirements…”
“…we are interested in partnering with installers who are excited about adopting new
technology to standardize and accelerate the speed of installations and share our vision of massmarket geothermal.”
“One thing Nest (another Google company) has demonstrated is that people pay for awesome
products, not for energy efficiency. For too long, heat pumps have been framed as an energy
efficiency improvement…”
“There will be massive growth in the geothermal industry over the next five years.”

WC Rate Changes
WC rates for HVAC technicians (Class Coe 5537) dropped again. The change, which went into effect for
policies after October 1 – many of which only recently renewed or will renew later this year – follows a
long trend of declining rates. Rates from a decade ago were nearly double current rates.

WC Premium Adjustment Program Changes
The Rating Committee of the Wisconsin Compensation Rating Bureau adopted changes to the Wisconsin
Contractor’s Premium Adjustment Program (WCPAP) that are effective on February 1.
•

Effective 2/1/2021 WCRB will no longer issue courtesy postcard reminders to employers eligible
to file for the Wisconsin Contractor’s Premium Adjustment Program.

•

WCRB will mail an orange WCPAP postcard notification to complete a WCPAP online application
for one more renewal cycle. It will be the last postcard WCPAP notification mailing.

•

Beginning with policies effective 7/1/2021 eligible employers should create their own reminders
to complete their WCPAP Online Application every year. Remember, employers must submit a
WCPAP Online Application every year, no less than 90 calendar days prior to the first day of the
month of their worker’s compensation policy renewal.

•

The WCPAP Online Application is updated every year on the evening of September 30th.
Therefore, you may complete this online application as soon as October 1st, regardless of your
policy effective date.

•

For questions or clarification, please call the WCRB’s Alyce Archie-Jordan at (262) 796-4556.

Geo Ride
We had another great Geo Ride in 2020. We’re looking forward to seeing YOU when we ride again this June!

Upcoming Events
WGA Golf Outing
August TBA

